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(54) AUTOMATIC ANSWERING TELEPHONE SET 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To prevent the malfunction of an automatic answering 
telephone set which is caused by the misdetection of a DTMF 
signal. 

CONSTITUTION: An automatic answering telephone set 2 includes 
a circuit 1 , a circuit interface 3, an incoming detection device 4, a 
detection means 21. a controller 1, a push-button dial 8, an answer 
message recorder-reproducer 9. a record/reproduction device 1 1 , a 
handset 15 and a mask means 22. Then the means 21 includes a 
DTMF detection device 6 which detects a DTMF signal and the 
controller 7. Then the means 21 detects whether the DTMF signal 
lasts for a prescribed reference time or longer and then decides an 
effective DTMF signal if it lasts for the reference time or longer. 
The means 22 includes a mask signal generator 19 and the 
controller 7. If a DTMF signal that causes a malfunction is detected 
by the means 21. the means 22 produces a mask signal to mask the 
DTMF signal. Thus the DTMF signal that causes the malfunction of 
an automatic answering telephone set is not detected any more. 
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